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Dear Parents,  
 

 Welcome to third grade! We are looking forward 

to working with you and your child. By working 
together as a team of parents and teachers, your 

child’s success is inevitable. 
 Inside this handbook, you will find information 

regarding our classroom policies and management. 
Please take a moment to look over this important 

information and keep this handy as a reference 
throughout the year. If you have any questions, 

concerns, or comments, feel free to let us know at 

210-619-4700. 
    

 
 

3rd Grade Team Mission Statement 
 

Our mission is to create a challenging learning 
environment that encourages high expectations which will 

ensure that all 3rd graders acquire the skills, knowledge, 
and character necessary to become productive members of 

our community. 

 
 
 
 



 

OUR LONG RANGE GOALS 

 

1. To meet the individual needs of each student by providing tasks 

that are developmentally appropriate. 

2. To stimulate thought and creativity. 

3. To provide questions that will aid children in solving their own 

problems. 

4. To be a good role model. 

5. To guide, rather than dictate, giving our students room to grow 

and develop. 

6. To provide a safe, positive environment where our students will 

feel free to be themselves. 

7. To be a good listener. 

8. To be certain your child has a successful year.  
 

 

 

 

 

WHAT WE ASK OF YOU 
 

1. Look at your child’s work. Ask about it. It is very important to 

them that you take an interest.  

2. Work with him/her on assignments we send home. 

3. Listen to your child read. While he/she has been reading for a 

while, it is still important they practice this skill.  They are 

moving from learning to read to READING TO LEARN! 

4. Be encouraging and positive. Your child’s attitude towards 

school is affected by the attitude you project. 

5. Make sure your child gets enough rest. His/her performance is 

better when he/she is rested (10 hours is recommended). 

 

 

 

 



 

 
CLASSROOM EXPECTATIONS 

1.  Respect peers, adults, and the property of others. 

2.  Be prepared to learn.  

3.  Keep hands, feet, and objects to yourself. 

4.  Follow directions the FIRST time they are given. 

5.  Remain seated, walk, and raise hands appropriately. 

 

 
 

 
OPPORTUNITIES 

1.   Stickers, tickets, certificates, and points added to Class 

Dojo. 

2.   Lunch with the teacher (Teacher discretion) 

3.   Verbal and non-verbal praise 

4.   Other  (depending on situation) 

5.   Students meeting the Dojo percentage goal will be invited to 

attend Dojo parties throughout the year. 

 

 

 

 
 

CONSEQUENCES 
1.   Verbal Warning(s) 

2.   Note home in planner/Dojo point reduction 

3.   Loss of privileges 

4.   Phone call home 

5.   Discipline referral to administrator 
 
 
 



 

 
THIRD GRADE POLICIES 

 

 Throughout the year, there will be certain papers, notebooks, 

and assignments that will require your signature.  
 
 

 ASSIGNMENT  PLANNERS: 
Each student will be required to use an 
assignment planner. This will be used as a way 
for you, your child, and us to keep track of 
assignments and behavior. This will need to be 
signed daily.  

 
 

 READING EXPECTATIONS: 
Your child will be expected to independently read on a daily basis. 

Expectations will vary depending on your child’s teacher’s 
requirements.   

 
 

 CHECKING YOUR CHILD’S GRADES: 
Your child’s grades will be available online at 

https://txconnpa.esc13.net/PACB/login.aspx . You will also receive a 
progress report around the 3rd and 6th week of each grading period, 
and a report card at the end of each 9 week grading period.  
Progress reports may also be issued any time a student’s progress 
becomes unsatisfactory. If your child is enrolled in the Dual 
Language program, please see that section in the grading 
guidelines. 
 

 LATE WORK: 
Students are expected to turn in assignments in the morning they are 

due.  Time will be given in class to complete assigned work. Work not 
finished in class becomes homework. Assignments not turned in on 
time are LATE and per district policy 10 points will be deducted off the 
assignment. A point will also be deducted in Dojo. Teachers may also 
document this missing assignment in the student’s planner in ink. 

 

 

 

 

https://txconnpa.esc13.net/PACB/login.aspx


 

 

District Policy States: 

1. A teacher will re-teach and re-test a class when 40 % or more of that class has 

failed a summative assessment. The teacher will record the higher of the two 
grades earned for each student. Reassessment must occur with 10 days of the 

original assessment.  

2. When less than 40% of a class has failed any summative assessment individual 
students must be provided the opportunity to make-up or redo the assessment 

for which the student received a failing grade. The teacher will record the average 

of the two grades. Before any reassessment occurs, a student will receive 
appropriate remediation. If mastery is not demonstrated, the higher grade will be 

recorded.   

3. A teacher at his/her discretion may allow individual students to make-up or 
redo any formative assignment they have failed. In this situation the teacher will 

record the average of the two grades earned for the student.   

4. Re-teaching should employ instructional strategies different from the original 
instruction.   

5. Re-testing may include but is not limited to the original assessment, oral 

examination, additional practice activities, an essay or paper, a report or 
presentation, test corrections, revision of a paper or project, formal test or 

quizzes.  
6. Re-teaching/re-testing will not exceed the end of the grading period unless a 

summative assessment was given/taken during the last week of a grading period. 

In this case the re-teach, re-test and grading should be completed by the 
Wednesday following the last day of the grading period in which the assessment 

was originally given.  

7. Re-teaching/re-testing provisions do not apply to semester exams.   
8. Teachers will provide established times for tutoring opportunities and post 

these times on teacher websites.  
 

 

 Corrections: 
 
Formative Assignments: These assignments cannot be corrected.  

 
Summative Assignments: All students will have the opportunity to correct 

his/her work.  It is the student’s responsibility to turn this in before the end of the 
nine weeks.  In this situation the teacher will record the average of the two grades 

earned for the student.  Corrections should be made on a separate sheet of paper 
and stapled to the original assignment with a parent signature.  

 

 
 

 
 



 

 Classroom Management 

 
    This year, we will be using a teacher/parent tool called Class Dojo. It will help build 

your student’s learning habits and boost classroom engagement while keeping you 
informed of your child’s progress. 

 
    Class Dojo allows us to track student behavior and learning skills throughout the 

day!   One of the great features of Class Dojo is that it allows you to view a “behavior 
and skills report” every Friday.  Our hope is that this will bring us closer together and 

help you better understand the progress of your student on a week to week basis.                
 

    Within Class Dojo, we will set both positive and negative skills for tracking 
purposes.  Students who are following classroom/school expectations will earn points.  

If not following expectations, the students will lose points. At the end of the week, 

students will receive a percentage grade on their behavior goals, a breakdown of 
points earned/lost and a parent report will be available through the app. This weekly 

percentage will be reflected in your child’s citizenship grade on TxConnect. 
 

    Monthly, your student will have the opportunity to earn a celebration day using 
their weekly behavior percentage. This day will be a chance for students who have 

worked hard all month to relax, play with friends, and have social time. Each week’s 
percentage will equate to a thirty minute block of the incentive day.  Our goal is for 

students to achieve a minimum of 85% toward their behavior each week.  If they 
receive 85% or higher, they have earned one block of the incentive day.    So in 

essence, your child might lose one or two blocks, but rarely will they lose the whole 
time. We want to celebrate students for all the good work they have done.  

 
     On the incentive day, all work will have to be completed before they are 

able to participate. After they have completed all outstanding assignments, then 

they will be allowed to participate as long as they have met their behavior 
percentage. 

 
     On incentive day, if your student loses time due to behavior, the student will 

complete a behavior reflection sheet on how they can be more proactive with their 
choices.   

 
     Checking your child’s progress can be done from home using the Class Dojo 

website at www.classdojo.com.  We will be sending you an invitation to sign-up the 
first week of school.  We strongly encourage you to sign up so you have access to 

your child’s progress and all teacher communication. You should check your child’s 
account daily. There is also a parent app for your electronic device (phone, tablet, 

etc.) that can be downloaded from iTunes or Google Play. (FREE app) 
 

 We will always do our best to respond to Dojo messages in a timely manner, 

however during the school day our priority is instruction so we may not respond 
immediately. Outside of school hours we will do our best to answer messages but will 

always follow the district policy of returning messages within 24-48 hours. Thank you 
for being understanding of our time with our families. 

http://www.classdojo.com/


 

 TOYS AT SCHOOL: 
 
The Student Parent Handbook states that toys and electronics are not to be 

brought to school. We highly enforce this rule. Toys and other objects (i.e. any 
trading cards) can be a distraction from learning and should not be brought to 

school. However, on special occasions permission will be given for certain items to 
be brought to school. You will be informed of these special occasions.  

 

 SNACKS: 
 
    Students have proven that when chosen properly, snacks can provide children with an 

extra boost to their mental skills. For this reason, your child will have a daily snack time 
in the afternoon in which he/she will be able to eat a healthy snack. I encourage you to 

send a small snack every day that can be eaten in approx. 10 minutes. Also, please 

keep in mind that we will be eating our snack in the classroom before specials. 
Therefore, healthy snacks that have minimal clean up are best! 

     Acceptable afternoon snacks include: crackers, pretzels, dry cereal, string cheese, 
raisins, fruit or veggies, etc… Please note that candy, soda, cakes, cookies, and 

greasy, or finger-coloring chips will not be permitted. We will also be a nut-free 
classroom, so please no snacks that contain nuts. Only water is allowed in the classroom 

and reusable water bottles are preferred. 

 

 BIRTHDAYS: 

 
We love celebrating birthdays, but due to instructional time, student allergies and 

nutritional guidelines, we are limited to the following: 

    Donuts, cupcakes and water 
    No Nuts allowed in classroom 

Parents need to leave birthday treats and supplies at the front office. Leftovers will not 
be sent home. Give 24 hour notice to your child’s teacher. 

 
 

 MY SCHOOL BUCKS: 

 
My School Bucks will be used for all monetary transactions this year including, but 

not limited to: yearbook purchases, field trips, etc… It is vital for you to set up this 

account as soon as you can. 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 



 

 
 I, _________________________, have viewed a copy of the Third 
Grade Handbook online via DOJO or teacher sites/webpage.  Please read 

over it carefully and discuss the contents of the handbook with your child.  
When you have finished reading the handbook, please refer to it as needed 
throughout the year. 
 
 Thank you for taking the time to read and discuss this information with 
your child.  With your help, we will have a great 2019-2020 school year. 
 
Please sign and return this letter indicating that you have read and 
understand the contents of the Third Grade Handbook. 
 

 

         The Third Grade Teachers  
 
 
Student’s Name ____________________________________ 
 
Student’s Signature _________________________________ 
 
 
Parent’s Name ______________________________________ 
 
Parent’s Signature ___________________________________ 

 

*Please return this form by:  

    Friday, August 24th, 2019. 
 


